
Steeda Complete Cold Air Intake Kit (05-09 GT) - Installation Instructions 

 

The below installation instructions work for the following products:

 

• Steeda Complete Cold Air Intake Kit (05-09 GT)  
• Steeda Cold Air Intake Kit w/ Carbon Fiber Inlet Elbow (05-09 GT)  
• Steeda Complete Carbon Fiber Cold Air Intake Kit and SCT SF3 

Custom Tuner Combo (05-09 GT)  
• Steeda Complete Cold Air Intake Kit and SCT SF3 Custom Tuner 

Combo (05-09 GT)  

 

Please read through the instructions carefully before starting this project.  Take the time to get all the materials together as 
well as all the safety equipment.  

Intro:  

Replacing the factory Mustang air filter element and hose for an aftermarket piece is a commonly performed and popular 
upgrade. While there are many choices on the market, I chose the Steeda brand. This is a relatively easy installation 
project, and can be completed by the novice enthusiast. Installation time will vary based on the installer, however you 
should be able to complete it in 1-2 hours, including the preparation, clean-up and tune time. 

 
A Note About Tuning:  
 

• It’s required to retune your Mustang’s computer immediately after installation of the cold air intake.  
• Do not run your car without a tune. These instructions are for the cold air intake installation only. Please consult 

the user guide of your manufacturer’s tuner for tuning of the vehicle.  
• There are a number of hand held tuners you can purchase for tuning the vehicle. I chose the SCT SF3, which gets 

the job done and provides options for additional modifications you make to the vehicle.  
 
Parts Included:  

• (1) Heat resistant plastic intake tube.  
• (2) Silicone hoses (1 long, 1 short).  
• (2) Hose clamp size #72.  
• (2) Hose clamp size #64.  
• (2) Small hose clamps.  
• (1) Large hose clamp (for air filter element).  
• (1) 5/8” black hose.  
• (1) Billet meter.  
• (1) Billet meter gasket.  
• (1) Air filter element.  
• (1) Air filter shield.  
• (1) Air filter bracket.  
• (1) Air filter black molding.  
• (1) Circular-shaped air guide.  
• (2) Small screws.  
• (4) Medium screws with washers.  

 

http://mustangtuning.us-dc1-edit.store.yahoo.net/RT/NEWEDIT.mustangtuning/54c152d0ebcc/steeda-2005-gt-cai-full.html
http://mustangtuning.us-dc1-edit.store.yahoo.net/RT/NEWEDIT.mustangtuning/54c152d0ebcc/steeda-2005-gt-cf-cai.html
http://mustangtuning.us-dc1-edit.store.yahoo.net/RT/NEWEDIT.mustangtuning/54c152d0ebcc/2005gt-steeda-cf-cai-xcal3-kit.html
http://mustangtuning.us-dc1-edit.store.yahoo.net/RT/NEWEDIT.mustangtuning/54c152d0ebcc/2005gt-steeda-cf-cai-xcal3-kit.html
http://mustangtuning.us-dc1-edit.store.yahoo.net/RT/NEWEDIT.mustangtuning/54c152d0ebcc/2005gt-steeda-cai-xcal2-kit.html
http://mustangtuning.us-dc1-edit.store.yahoo.net/RT/NEWEDIT.mustangtuning/54c152d0ebcc/2005gt-steeda-cai-xcal2-kit.html


 
 
(Above) Heat resistant plastic intake tube, Hose clamp size #72, Hose clamp size #64, Silicone hoses (1 long, 1 short), (2) 

Small hose clamps.  
 

 
 

(Above) Circular-shaped air guide, (2) Small screws, (4) Medium screws with washers. Billet meter, Billet meter gasket, 
Large hose clamp.  

 



 
 

(Above) Air Filter element & molding.  
 



 
 

(Above) Air filter shield.  
 
 
Tools needed:  

• Flashlight (makes it easier to see what you are doing).  
• Flat head screwdrivers (medium head are best).  
• Adjustable wrench & adjustable grip pliers.  
• Needle-nosed pliers.  
• 10mm wrench.  
• 10mm socket wrench.  
• 1 small (3/32) and 1 medium allen wrench.  
• Adjustable grip pliers.  
• 20T Torx wrench.  

 

 



REMOVAL of the Factor Air Filter Element and Hose: 

1. Disconnect the mass air meter wiring harness that is connected to the inlet tube, next to the air filter. There 
is a red tab on the connector. Push the red tab away from the inlet tube. You will now be able to pull the connector from 
the inlet tube.  

 
 

 
 



2. Remove the one (1) bolt that holds the factory air filter box to the fender. Use a 10mm socket wrench. 
This bolt will NOT be reused during install.  

 
 

3. Loosen the hose clamp that secures the factory intake tube to the air filter. Remove the factory air filter. 
Save the 2 rubber grommets on the bottom of the factory air filter box for reinstallation.  

 



 

 
 

4. Remove the mass air meter sensor that is attached to the factory air filter box cover (that you just removed 
from the car) to reuse with the new cold air intake. Use a 20T Torx wrench to remove the 2 screws. The 2 screws will 
NOT be reused for this installation. Set aside the stock mass air meter sensor for later installation. Be careful not to drop 
or bang this part.  

 



 

 
 

5. Remove the factory vacuum line from the stock intake tube. First, remove the hose clamp. Use a flat head 
screwdriver to pry the clamp apart. This can be removed completely, as you will NOT be reusing this hose clamp during 
the installation. Once you have the hose clamp removed, gently pull the plastic reducer out of the rubber tube. (Note: 
You may need to move to step 6 if the reducer is not coming out easily. Removing the inlet tube from the throttle body 
may provide some additional leverage).  

 



6. Loosen the hose clamp that secures the inlet hose to the throttle body. You can use either a flat head 
screwdriver or an 8mm socket wrench. Remove from the car.  
 

 
 

INSTALLATION of the Steeda Cold Air Intake  
 

1. Install the long silicone hose on the small opening of the inlet tube (the air filter side). You will need to 
use the smaller (#64) of the 2 hose clamps to secure the hose to the inlet tube. Install the short silicone hose on 
the large opening of the inlet tube (the throttle body side). Use the larger hose clamps (#72) for secure the hose to 
the inlet tube. Only secure the hose clamp to the inlet tube. Loosely fit the 2nd hose clamp that will attach to the throttle 
body.  

 
 



 
 

2. Install the short piece of 5/8” hose between the factory vacuum line and the stock intake tube. Use the two 
small hose clamps and secure it into place. (Note: some recommend switching step 2 with 3 first. I found it easier doing 
it this way).  

 
 



3. Install the intake tube to the throttle body and tighten securely. You want to make sure you have no air 
leaks as you now attach everything.  

 
 

4. Assemble the billet meter to the air shield and to the air guide (circular piece of plastic). Remove all 
plastic protective coating from air shield. Make sure to put the provided gasket in between the meter and the air shield 
before securing. Also make sure the hole for the factory air sensor is pointing towards the back of the car, as you will be 
reinstalling the mass air sensor meter next.  



 
 

5. Install the factory mass air meter sensor. Use the 2 small screws provided to secure the stock mass air 
meter sensor to the billet aluminum meter body. You will need to use a 20T Torx wrench. Make sure to install the sensor 
with the arrow for air flow pointing towards the throttle body. (See image above).  

6. Install the edge molding onto the air shield. Start on the bottom and work your way around. You can use a 
soft rubber mallet to tap into place if you like. You can use your hands to crimp it tight, or use a pair of adjustable pliers. 
I also found it useful to not secure it tightly at the top, until after you install the air filter element.  

 



7. Install the air shield bracket. Loosen the bolt securing the ABS distribution box (driver side front). Slide the 
fork end of the bracket in between bolt head and rubber washer. Leave the bolt loose for now.  

 
 

 
 



8. Install the cold air filter assembly (billet meter, air shield) into the factory location in the car. Insert the 2 
studs on the bottom of the air shield into the stock location. Make sure the rubber grommets are attached and the studs 
are inserted through the grommets.  

 
 

9. Attach the air meter to the air inlet and secure with hose clamp.  

 



10. Attach the wiring harness for the mass air meter sensor.  

 
 

11. Install Air filter element. Secure the air filter using the supplied large hose clamp.  

 
 



12. Secure air shield using air shield bracket. Secure the bracket to the bottom of the air shield. There is already 
a factory drilled hole. Secure the nut on the air shield end, and the bolt on the ABS distribution box as shown in step 7.  

 
 

13. Make sure to check over all connections. Also be sure to remove any tools materials inside of the engine 
compartment. This particular CAI comes with manufacture decals, that you may want to include on the air shield. Below 
is a completed picture of the project.  

 



 

14. Congratulations! You have installed your new cold air intake! Enjoy!  

15. Remember, you MUST now tune your car BEFORE running it  

Installation instructions provided by AmericanMuscle customer Al Frear 2.19.10 

 

Find more how-tos, instructions and videos at www.americanmuscle.com! 

 


